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term of imprisonment was over, though apparently in
excellent health, he suddenly fell dead."
It was about the same time that the conversion of a
young Mahommedan in Kandy created great excitement
amongst that community. He was the son of a leading
Maulvi (priest), and had been constantly attending our
meetings for some months. One night he came forward
to the penitent form, and sought and claimed salvation.
The news flew like magic through the town, and in a few
minutes our hall was besieged by a great crowd of Mahom-
medans. Fortunately, we were near the Police Station,
and with some difficulty the Police were able to rescue
the young man and shelter him for the night. In the
morning he was taken before the Magistrate. The court
was crowded with Mahommedans, and the aged father
pleaded with his son to abjure his new faith, and to return
to that of his ancestors. The Magistrate advised him to
do the same. But he was firm, and though the attitude
of the crowd was threatening, and he knew it would
probably cost him his life, he never wavered. He was
taken back to the Police Station with considerable diffi-
culty, and we were able that evening to get him away to
Colombo.
The news spread through the city that he had come,
and it was believed that he was in our open-air procession.
A crowd of Mahommedans quickly gathered around us,
and our position became perilous. Stones were flying
and sticks were brandished, when the Buddhists heard that
the Mahommedans were attacking the Gelavima Hamudava
(Salvation Army). In a few minutes they had swarmed
around us, and bidding us march on, they turned upon the
Mahommedan rioters and cleared the streets of them.
There is no love lost between the Buddhists and Mahom-
medans of Ceylon, and on this occasion they were glad to
pose as our champions and defenders.
On another occasion when the Hindus attacked us in
the streets of a South Indian town, it was the Mahommedans
who came to our help, and formed a nightly bodyguard for
our procession. So that from the most unexpected
quarters we received unsought help and deliverance.